August 27th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Back in Hong Kong after the weeklong trip to Singapore for the launch of the first of the two books for their Lower secondary Science course. I sent you 2 postcards, courtesy of Singapore Airlines, the first on the way down and the second on the way back. The second one may get to you quite late, perhaps even later than this letter, as the postcard has to be returned to Singapore from where it is posted. You should also have received a letter from here posted August 15th which was sent from here. Please let me know if you get it as another letter posted as the same time (to a HK address) did not seem to get there so I am wondering if the staff here forgot to post them. 

The trip to Singapore was OK. The climate there is actually more pleasant than the summer climate here. About as hot during the day (though perhaps a bit drier) though cooler at night. You notice that a lot of people go jogging in the evenings when it is cooler. Also, it is comfortable walking around in jeans at night, which I would not do here. The main reason for the trip was to give a brief presentation for the launch of the Secondary (Form) 1 science book. This was done on Saturday morning. On Monday, I was to visit several schools to also promote the book. In the end, I only visited one school. So, the marketing team will have to do all the work, with the help of the editor who knows most about the books. Now that I am ‘retired'. I hope the books sell! 

Felt very tired in Singapore. Probably also tired here after the hectic last two months working, packing and moving, but hadn’t noticed it. Just relaxed when I got there and exhaustion hit me. I was going to swim every day but in the end didn’t go for any swims. There was also too much eating. Too much in the mornings at buffet breakfasts. When a breakfast costs so much, I feel guilty if I only eat some fruit and a bowl of cereal, which is what I normally eat. Consequently I felt bloated very soon! Gradually ate less and twice I completely skipped meals. However, some of the evenings I, and other, were taken out for dining. Once, two of us decided just to have a club sandwich snack. What we got were 2 gigantic club sandwiches with a huge plateful of chips and other things! Everything paid for on the trip, so didn’t spend a cent for anything – accommodation, food and transport. 

On returning to HK, got back to normal very quickly. Swims and gym as before (though swims slightly shorter). Went for a swim today but had to leave the pool early because of an approaching thunderstorm. Turned out to be very severe with very heavy rain and a lot of lightning. There has been a lot of heavy rain in HK recently though little in this area until this afternoon. Also had a very long sleep-in this morning, the first for ages. On getting up, there is no cleaning and washing to do now. Cleaning and bed linen is included (just like in hotels) and there is now very little to wash. 

I haven’t received any more postcards from you, but imagine you are in France now. It is good to receive your mail. I guess too that you like to receive my mail. I have also sent several letters and e-mail to everybody in San Diego but haven’t had any replies for a long time.

I mentioned in the last HK letter about the Russian submarine disaster. Followed it in Singapore. The worst that was expected turned out to be true. A real tragedy, made worse by the Russians initial refusal to accept offers of outside help. By chance, I think, I saw a programme on the ‘Discovery TV channel about submarine rescue vehicles, primarily those developed in the US, the UK and Australia. All slightly different with advantages and disadvantages of each. 

You will find that the envelope for the letter is now hand written. I managed somehow to wreck the (old laser) printer when testing printing with old envelopes. The ink jet printer that came with the new computer is OK but I have not worked out how to print envelopes with it. 

I have discovered that CUHK has not yet disconnected me from the Internet. Not sure why. So I am still using it as it is free. However, the e-mail system that I used to use will no longer work, but that doesn’t really matter. 

Had a look at the Rugby tri-nations results on the Internet. Australia won the series for the fist time but won 2 on their 4 games by just 1 point. The All Blacks won their first 2 games but lost the last 2. So NZ came second, having won the series in the last 3 years. 

Got a letter from Nana recently. Mentioned about you and Byron. She also said that the next time she passes Christ’s College she will go in and let the principal know of what you are doing. She says that they are interested.

Can’t think of much else to say now. Will wait until tomorrow morning before printing and posting the letter.

Cheers for now. Thinking of you.

Dad
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